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We all know how hard it is, in the time in which we
are living, to be confident about what is to come in
the future [...] What is the vaccine that we have
against all these [global] challenges? 

I think there is only one vaccine available for this
and that is politics rooted in science. This is the
crucial understanding that Rudolf Virchow had.

He was the first to clearly understand that the
risks of mankind can only be dealt with if politics
and policy are full rooted in evidence and in
science.

Kar l  Lauterbach
F o r m e r  G e r m a n  F e d e r a l  M i n i s t e r  o f  H e a l t h
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A s  we  re f l e c t  o n  2 0 24 ,  we  a re  re m i n d e d  o n c e  m o re  o f  t h e  e n d u r i n g  re l eva n c e  o f
R u d o l f  V i rc h ow ’s  l e g a c y :  t h a t  h ea l t h  i s  n o t  s i m p l y  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  d i s ea s e ,  b u t  a
f o u n d a t i o n a l  p i l l a r  o f  e q u i ty ,  s e c u r i ty ,  a n d  s o c i e t a l  p ro g re s s .  I n  a  yea r  m a r ke d  by
e s c a l a t i n g  g e o p o l i t i c a l  te n s i o n s  a n d  g row i n g  u n c e r t a i n ty,  t h e  i m p e ra t i ve  to
c h a m p i o n  g l o b a l  h ea l t h — b o l d l y ,  co l l a b o r a t i ve l y ,  a n d  i n c l u s i ve l y — h a s  n eve r  fe l t
m o re  u rg e n t .

We  we re  d e e p l y  h o n o u re d  to  c e l e b ra te  Pro f e s s o r s  L u c y  G i l s o n  a n d  J o h a n
R o c ks t rö m  a s  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Pr i z e  2 0 24  L a u rea te s .  T h e i r  wo r k  s t a n d s  a s  a  p owe r f u l
te s t a m e n t  to  t h e  h o l i s t i c ,  sy s te m s - b a s e d  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  i s  re q u i re d  to  a d d re s s  t h e
p ro f o u n d  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  o u r  t i m e — f ro m  s t re n g t h e n i n g  i n c l u s i ve  h ea l t h  sy s te m s  to
s a f e g u a rd i n g  p l a n e t a r y  b o u n d a r i e s  t h a t  s u s t a i n  l i fe  i t s e l f .  T h e i r  vo i c e s ,  a n d  t h o s e
o f  o u r  b ro a d e r  c o m m u n i ty,  s e r ve  a s  b ea co n s  o f  ev i d e n ce - b a s e d  l ea d e r s h i p ,
c o m p a s s i o n ,  a n d  f o re s i g h t .

T h i s  2 0 24  awa rd  we e ke n d  b ro u g h t  to g e t h e r  h u n d re d s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  f ro m  a c ro s s
d i s c i p l i n e s ,  b o rd e r s ,  a n d  g e n e ra t i o n s — u n d e r s c o r i n g  t h e  g l o b a l  re s o n a n c e  o f  t h e
Pr i z e  a n d  t h e  s h a re d  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  o u r  p a r t n e r s .  Fro m  t h e  Vi rc h ow  L e c t u re s
h o s te d  w i t h  E S M T  B e r l i n ,  to  t h e  s p i r i te d  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s  d u r i n g
h i g h - l eve l  d i p l o m a t i c  d i n n e r s  a n d  g l o b a l  h ea l t h  f o r u m s ,  we  h ave  s e e n  f i r s t - h a n d
t h e  p owe r  o f  d i a l o g u e  a n d  t r u s t  i n  a d va n c i n g  s o l u t i o n s .

T h ro u g h  e n g a g e m e n t s  w i t h  key  i n s t i t u t i o n s — f ro m  t h e  Wo r l d  H ea l t h  A s s e m b l y  a n d
Wo r l d  H ea l t h  S u m m i t ,  to  n ew l y  fo r m e d  co l l a b o ra t i o n s  a t  t h e  U N I T E  G l o b a l
S u m m i t ,  U n i o n  o f  t h e  G e r m a n  A c a d e m i e s ,  a n d  b eyo n d — we  c o n t i n u e  to  s t re n g t h e n
t h e  b r i d g e  b e twe e n  s c i e n c e ,  p o l i c y,  a n d  p e o p l e .

I n  t h e s e  c o m p l ex  t i m e s ,  o u r  c o nv i c t i o n  re m a i n s  c l ea r :  h ea l t h  m u s t  b e  v i ewe d  a s  a
c o m m o n  g o o d ,  s a f e g u a rd e d  t h ro u g h  s o l i d a r i ty ,  i n te rd i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n ,  a n d
u nwave r i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  to  h u m a n  d i g n i ty .  

We  t h a n k  ea c h  o f  yo u  fo r  wa l k i n g  a l o n g s i d e  u s  i n  t h i s  s h a re d  e n d eavo u r .

Yo u r s  s i n c e re l y ,

FOREWORD

R O L A N D  G Ö H D E D E T L E V  G A N T E NC H R I S T O P H  M A R K S C H I E S

VIRCHOW FOUNDATION FOUNDERS

F R I E D E  S P R I N G E R G E R A L D  H .  H A U G    
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RUDOLF
VIRCHOW

1821 - 1902

R u d o l f  V i r c h o w  i s  a  u n i q u e  e x a m p l e  o f  a  g r e a t  s c i e n t i s t ,
m e d i c a l  d o c t o r ,  p a t h o l o g i s t ,  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t ,  s o c i o l o g i s t  a n d
i n f l u e n t i a l  p o l i t i c i a n ,  w h o  w i t h  h i s  i d e a s ,  d i s c o v e r i e s  a n d
a c t i v i t i e s ,  h a d  p r o f o u n d  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  o f
p e o p l e  d u r i n g  h i s  t i m e  t h r o u g h  p r e s e n t  d a y .

B o r n  o v e r  2 0 0  y e a r s  a g o  o n  1 3  O c t o b e r  1 8 2 1 ,  V i r c h o w  w o r k e d  a s
a  p h y s i c i a n  a t  C h a r i t é .  A s  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  f a m o u s  B e r l i n
S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e ,  h e  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l
s c i e n t i s t s  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  m o d e r n  m e d i c i n e .  

V i r c h o w  u n i t e d  i n  o n e  p e r s o n  t h e  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y ,
i n t e r s e c t o r a l  a n d  h u m a n i s t i c  c o n c e p t  o f  w e l l - b e i n g  w h i c h  i s
n e e d e d  t o d a y  t o  i m p r o v e  h e a l t h  a t  a  g l o b a l  s c a l e .  

R u d o l f  V i r c h o w  i s  t h u s  a
r o l e  m o d e l  a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n
t o  o v e r c o m e  c o m p l e x i t y  a n d
t o  b r i d g e  t h e  g r e a t  v a r i e t y
o f  c h a l l e n g e s  w i t h i n  h e a l t h
a n d  r e l a t e d  a r e a s .  



T h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  s t r i v e s  t o  p r o m o t e  a n d  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s
o f  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  i s s u e s  i n  a  t a r g e t e d  a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e
m a n n e r  a m o n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  b o t h  n a t i o n a l l y  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  a n d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  g l o b a l
h e a l t h .

T h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  a c k n o w l e d g e s ,  s u p p o r t s  a n d  r e l a t e s  i t s
w o r k  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  t o
p r e s e r v e  o u r  p l a n e t  E a r t h  a n d  m a k e  p o s s i b l e  a  h e a l t h y  l i f e  i n
t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t
G o a l s  ( S D G s )  o n  t h e  U N  2 0 3 0  A g e n d a .  

T h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  m i s s i o n  i s  t o  p r o m o t e  g l o b a l  a n d
p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  T h i s  s h a l l  b e  r e a l i s e d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h r o u g h  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  m e a s u r e s :

A w a r d i n g  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  e x p e d i e n t  p u b l i c
r e l a t i o n s  w o r k .
P r o m o t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  a n d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f
r e s e a r c h  r e s u l t s .
T h e  n e t w o r k i n g  o f  a c t o r s ,  g r o u p s  o f  a c t o r s  a n d  s e c t o r s  ( c i v i l
s o c i e t y ,  N G O s ,  s c i e n c e ,  p o l i t i c s ,  b u s i n e s s )  r e l a t i n g  t o  g l o b a l
h e a l t h  a n d  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
l e v e l s .  S y m p o s i u m s  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e s  c a n  b e  s u p p o r t e d  f o r  t h i s
p u r p o s e .
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I n  t h i s  s p i r i t ,  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  b y
t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n ,  r e c o g n i s e s  i n n o v a t i o n s  o f  o u t s t a n d i n g
s i g n i f i c a n c e  h a v i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e
b r o a d  f i e l d  o f  g l o b a l  h e a l t h .  
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W i t h  o n l y  f i v e  y e a r s  r e m a i n i n g  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  U n i t e d
N a t i o n s  2 0 3 0  A g e n d a ,  t h e  u r g e n c y  t o  a c c e l e r a t e  p r o g r e s s
a c r o s s  a l l  1 7  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s  ( S D G s )  h a s
n e v e r  b e e n  g r e a t e r .  T h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  r e m a i n s
s t e a d f a s t  i n  i t s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  c h a m p i o n i n g  h o l i s t i c ,
c r o s s - s e c t o r a l  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  p r o m o t e  e q u i t a b l e  h e a l t h
a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  f o r  a l l — e s p e c i a l l y  a s  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  i s
i n c r e a s i n g l y  s h a p e d  b y  c o m p l e x  g e o p o l i t i c a l ,
e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  a n d  s o c i e t a l  p r e s s u r e s .

A t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  o u r  m i s s i o n  i s  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  h e a l t h  m u s t
b e  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a  f o u n d a t i o n a l  e n a b l e r  o f  s u s t a i n a b l e
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  p e a c e ,  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y .  T h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e
d i r e c t l y  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  v i s i o n  b y  r e c o g n i z i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s
w h o s e  w o r k  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  i n t e g r a t e d ,  s y s t e m s - b a s e d
t h i n k i n g  n e e d e d  t o  t a c k l e  t o d a y ’ s  m o s t  p r e s s i n g  g l o b a l
c h a l l e n g e s .

I n  2 0 2 4 ,  w e  h o n o u r e d  P r o f .  L u c y  G i l s o n  a n d  P r o f .  D r .
J o h a n  R o c k s t r ö m ,  w h o s e  c o m b i n e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  s p a n
t h e  c o n t i n u u m  f r o m  i n c l u s i v e  h e a l t h  s y s t e m  g o v e r n a n c e
t o  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  p l a n e t a r y  b o u n d a r i e s .  T h e i r  w o r k
i l l u m i n a t e s  t h e  v i t a l  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  S D G  3 :
G o o d  H e a l t h  a n d  W e l l - B e i n g ,  S D G  1 3 :  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n ,  a n d
S D G  1 6 :  P e a c e ,  J u s t i c e ,  a n d  S t r o n g  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a m o n g
o t h e r s .

T h r o u g h  o u r  c o n t i n u e d  e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h  p o l i c y  l e a d e r s ,
r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a n d  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  p a r t n e r s
w o r l d w i d e ,  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  f o s t e r s  i n c l u s i v e
d i a l o g u e ,  l o n g - t e r m  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  a n d  i n n o v a t i v e
t h i n k i n g .  C r u c i a l  t o o l s  a s  w e  c o l l e c t i v e l y  n a v i g a t e  t h e
f i n a l  s t r e t c h  t o w a r d  2 0 3 0 .
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL  

V IRCHOW PRIZE  COMMITTEE

T h e  c o m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  c o m p r i s e  l e a d i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
e x p e r t s  w i t h  b r o a d  e x p e r t i s e  a n d  e x c e p t i o n a l  t r a c k  r e c o r d  c o v e r i n g  a  b r o a d
r a n g e  o f  s e c t o r s  a n d  d i s c i p l i n e s  i n  g l o b a l  h e a l t h .

VIRCHOW
FOUNDATION 
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T h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  s t e e r s  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  a n d
s t r a t e g y ,  a i m i n g  t o  r e a l i s e  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  p u r p o s e  a n d  m i s s i o n  a s  l a i d
d o w n  i n  t h e  S t a t u t e s  o f  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n .  C u r r e n t  c o m p o s i t i o n :
v i r c h o w p r i z e . o r g / b o a r d - o f - t r u s t e e s /

C o m p r i s e d  o f  l e a d i n g ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p e r t s  w i t h  a  s h a r e d  d e d i c a t i o n  t o
i m p r o v e  h e a l t h  w o r l d w i d e ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  p r o v i d e s  s t r a t e g i c  g u i d a n c e  o n  t h e
d i r e c t i o n  o f  b o t h  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e
C o m m i t t e e .  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h e
F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  s u c c e s s  t h r o u g h  c r o s s - s e c t o r a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  a l i g n i n g
a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  2 0 3 0  A g e n d a  S D G s .  C u r r e n t  c o m p o s i t i o n :
v i r c h o w p r i z e . o r g / c o u n c i l /

T h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  C o m m i t t e e  i s  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  j u r y  t h a t  e l a b o r a t e s  a n d
p r o v i d e s  t h e  l a u r e a t e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e ,  a w a r d e d  a n n u a l l y  b y  t h e
V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n .  T h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  s h o w  f u l l  l o y a l t y
t o  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  V i r c h o w
F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  o v e r a l l  m i s s i o n  a n d  g o a l s .  C u r r e n t  c o m p o s i t i o n :
v i r c h o w p r i z e . o r g / v i r c h o w - p r i z e - c o m m i t t e e /

https://virchowprize.org/board-of-trustees/
https://virchowprize.org/council/
https://virchowprize.org/virchow-prize-committee/


BOARD OF TRUSTEES
AS OF AUGUST 2025

CHRISTOPH
MARKSCHIES
FOUNDATION
PRESIDENT
P R E S I D E N T ,  B E R L I N
B R A N D E N B U R G
A C A D E M Y  O F
S C I E N C E S  &
H U M A N I T I E S

ELIZABETH
BLACKBURN
N O B E L  L A U R E A T E
2 0 0 9

DETLEV GANTEN
F O U N D I N G
P R E S I D E N T
W O R L D  H E A L T H
S U M M I T

HERMANN GRÖHE 
M E M B E R ,  G E R M A N
B U N D E S T A G  
M I N I S T E R  O F  H E A L T H
2 0 1 3 - 2 0 1 8

H.E .  DR FATIMA
MAADA
F I R S T  L A D Y  O F  T H E
R E P U B L I C  O F  S I E R R A
L E O N E ,  P R E S I D E N T ,
O R G A N I S A T I O N  O F
A F R I C A N  F I R S T
L A D I E S  F O R
D E V E L O P M E N T

MIRIAM ORCUTT
F O R M E R  E X E C U T I V E
D I R E C T O R
L A N C E T  M I G R A T I O N  

BETTINA
ROCKENBACH
P R E S I D E N T ,  G E R M A N
N A T I O N A L  A C A D E M Y
O F  S C I E N C E S
L E O P O L D I N A

FRIEDE SPRINGER
C H A I R
A X E L  S P R I N G E R
S T I F T U N G

JOHANNES
STELLMANN
M A N A G I N G
D I R E C T O R , ​
S O F T W A R E  A G  –
S T I F T U N G  ( S A G S T ) ​
 

OTMAR D.  WIESTLER
P R E S I D E N T
H E L M H O L T Z
A S S O C I A T I O N

HEYO KROEMER
E X - O F F I C I O  G U E S T
C E O
C H A R I T É – U N I V E R S I T Y
M E D I C I N E

BALVIR  S .  TOMAR
E X - O F F I C I O  G U E S T
2 0 2 5  I N T E R N A T I O N A L
P R E S I D E N T
W O R L D  H E A L T H
S U M M I T

ROLAND GÖHDE
C H A I R  O F  T H E  B O A R D
G H A  –  G E R M A N
H E A L T H  A L L I A N C E  
C O - F O U N D E R
G Ö H D E  F O U N D A T I O N

OLE PETTER
OTTERSEN
FOUNDATION VICE
PRESIDENT
F O R M E R  P R E S I D E N T ,
K A R O L I N S K A
I N S T I T U T E ​

CHRIST IANE
WOOPEN
D I R E C T O R
C E N T E R  F O R  L I F E
E T H I C S

KAI  WEGNER
G O V E R N I N G  M A Y O R
O F  B E R L I N

9ANNUAL REPORT 2024  |  V IRCHOW FOUNDATION



HEIDI  LARSON
C H A I R
F O U N D I N G  D I R E C T O R
T H E  V A C C I N E
C O N F I D E N C E
P R O J E C T ,  L O N D O N
S C H O O L  O F  H Y G I E N E
&  T R O P I C A L  M E D I C I N E

RANA A .  HAJJEH
F O R M E R  D I R E C T O R
P R O G R A M M E
M A N A G E M E N T
W O R L D  H E A L T H
O R G A N I Z A T I O N

MARIAM JASHI
C E O
G L O B A L  S E P S I S
A L L I A N C E

I LONA KICKBUSCH
F O U N D I N G
D I R E C T O R ,  G L O B A L
H E A L T H  C E N T R E
G R A D U A T E  I N S T .  O F
I N T L  A N D
D E V E L O P M E N T
S T U D I E S  

CHIKWE IHEKWEAZU
C H A I R - E L E C T
A S S I S T A N T
D I R E C T O R - G E N E R A L
W O R L D  H E A L T H
O R G A N I Z A T I O N

ELIZABETH
MACINTYRE
B O A R D  M E M B E R ,
B I O M E D I C A L
A L L I A N C E  I N  E U R O P E

BENOÎT  MIRIBEL
S E C R E T A R Y  G E N E R A L
O N E  S U S T A I N A B L E
H E A L T H  F O R U M

JOANNE L IU
CHAIR
PROFESSOR
SCHOOL OF
POPULATION AND
GLOBAL HEALTH
MCGILL  UNIVERSITY

ANDERS NORDSTRÖM
G L O B A L  H E A L T H
A D V I S O R

TOLULLAH ONI
D I R E C T O R ,  G L O B A L
D I E T  A N D  P H Y S I C A L
A C T I V I T Y  G R O U P
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F
C A M B R I D G E  

FABIAN LEENDERTZ
F O U N D I N G  D I R E C T O R ,
H E L M H O L T Z  I N S T I T U T E
F O R  O N E  H E A L T H
( H I O H )

NICOLE REDVERS
W E S T E R N  R E S E A R C H
C H A I R  &  D I R E C T O R ,
I N D I G E N O U S
P L A N E T A R Y  H E A L T H  
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F
W E S T E R N  O N T A R I O

JÖRG ROCHOLL
P R E S I D E N T
E U R O P E A N  S C H O O L
O F  M A N A G E M E N T
A N D  T E C H N O L O G Y

JOHN-ARNE
RØTTINGEN
C E O ,  W E L L C O M E
T R U S T

LUCIANO SASO
F O R M E R  D E P U T Y
R E C T O R ,
P R O F E S S O R ,
S A P I E N Z A
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F
R O M E

TILL  BÄRNIGHAUSEN
D I R E C T O R
H E I D E L B E R G
I N S T I T U T E  O F
G L O B A L  H E A L T H

DAME SALLY  DAVIES
U K  S P E C I A L  E N V O Y
O N  
A N T I M I C R O B I A L
R E S I S T A N C E

VICTOR J .  DZAU
P R E S I D E N T
U . S .  N A T I O N A L
A C A D E M Y  O F
M E D I C I N E

CHRIST IAN DROSTEN
D I R E C T O R ,  I N S T I T U T E
O F  V I R O L O G Y
C H A R I T É  –  U N I V E R S I T Y
M E D I C I N E  B E R L I N

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL
AS OF AUGUST 2025



VIRCHOW PRIZE COMMITTEE

BERNHARD
SCHWARTLÄNDER
G L O B A L  H E A L T H
E N V O Y
E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E
F E D E R A L  R E P U B L I C
O F  G E R M A N Y

AMIRHOSSEIN
TAKIAN
V I C E  D E A N ,  S C H O O L
O F  P U B L I C  H E A L T H
T E H R A N  U N I V E R S I T Y
O F  M E D I C A L
S C I E N C E S

LOTHAR H .  WIELER
C H A I R ,  D I G I T A L
P U B L I C  G L O B A L
H E A L T H ,
H A S S O - P L A T T N E R -
I N S T I T U T E  

FRAN BAUM
D I R E C T O R  O F
S T R E T T O N  H E A L T H
E Q U I T Y
S T R E T T O N
I N S T I T U T E ,
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F
A D E L A I D E

GITHINJ I  K IAMA
GITAHI
G R O U P  C H I E F
E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R
A M R E F  H E A L T H
A F R I C A

J O H A N N A
H A N E F E L D
V I C E  P R E S I D E N T
( A C T I N G )
R O B E R T  K O C H
I N S T I T U T E
G E R M A N Y

O L E  P E T T E R
O T T E R S E N
C H A I R
F O R M E R  P R E S I D E N T
K A R O L I N S K A
I N S T I T U T E T

GEORG SEIFERT
P A E D I A T R I C I A N ,
C H A R I T É  –
U N I V E R S I T Y
M E D I C I N E  B E R L I N

CHRISTOPH
MARKSCHIES
P R E S I D E N T ,  B E R L I N
B R A N D E N B U R G
A C A D E M Y  O F
S C I E N C E S  A N D
H U M A N I T I E S

VIROJ
TANGCHAROENSATHIEN
S E N I O R  A DVI S O R
I N T E R N AT I O N A L  H E A LT H
P O L I CY  PR O G R A M  ( I H PP)

H.E .  MONICA GEINGOS
G U E S T  O F  T H E
C O U N C I L
E X E C U T I V E
C H A I R P E R S O N ,  O N E
E C O N O M Y
F O U N D A T I O N

MICHEL S IDIBÉ  
GUEST  OF  THE
COUNCIL
SPECIAL  ENVOY,
AFRICA MEDICINE
AGENCY
AFRICAN UNION 

EUGENIO GAUDIO
G U E S T  O F  T H E
C O U N C I L
P R E S I D E N T
R O M E  S A P I E N Z A
F O U N D A T I O N

OMNIA EL-OMRANI
F E L L O W ,  G L O B A L
C L I M A T E  A N D
H E A L T H  P R O G R A M ,
T H E  W O R L D  B A N K

TIM EVANS
D I R E C T O R  A N D
A S S O C I A T E  D E A N
S C H O O L  O F
P O P U L A T I O N  &
G L O B A L  H E A L T H ,
M C G I L L  U N I V E R S I T Y

JEMILAH MAHMOOD
D I R E C T O R
S U N W A Y  C E N T R E
F O R  P L A N E T A R Y
H E A L T H
M A L A Y S I A



T h i s  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  p r o v i d e s  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e
F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  f i n a n c e s  t o w a r d s
u p h o l d i n g  t h e  f o u r  k e y  p i l l a r s  o f  i t s  m i s s i o n .  

T h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  w a s  f o u n d e d  t o
p r o m o t e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  i s s u e s
n a t i o n a l l y  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  w h i l e
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  r e s e a r c h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t
c o o p e r a t i o n  t o  j o i n t l y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d s
h e a l t h  f o r  a l l .  

©  H e n n i n g  S c h a c h t

THE YEAR IN
REVIEW
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Master  o f  Ceremony |  H i b a  B o u j n a h ,  H e a d  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o o p e r a t i o n  a n d

P a r t n e r s h i p s ,  C h a r i t é  –  U n i v e r s i t y  M e d i c i n e  B e r l i n

K a i  W e g n e r  |  G o v e r n i n g  M a y o r  o f  B e r l i n

B ä r b e l  B a s  |  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  G e r m a n  B u n d e s t a g

G e r a l d  H a u g  |  P r e s i d e n t ,  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  G e r m a n  N a t i o n a l

A c a d e m y  o f  S c i e n c e s  L e o p o l d i n a

T e d r o s  A d h a n o m  G h e b r e y e s u s  |  D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l ,  W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n

Laudat ion  |  L i a  T a d e s s e ,  F o r m e r  M i n i s t e r  o f  H e a l t h ,  E t h i o p i a

Laureates  |  L u c y  G i l s o n  &  J o h a n  R o c k s t r ö m

D e t l e v  G a n t e n  |  C o - F o u n d e r ,  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n

R o l a n d  G ö h d e  |  C o - F o u n d e r  &  C E O ,  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n

C a r s t e n  S c h i c k e r  |  C E O  &  M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r ,  W o r l d  H e a l t h  S u m m i t

W a t c h  t h e  c e r e m o n y  h i g h l i g h t s  a t  h t t p s : / / v i r c h o w p r i z e . o r g / v p 2 0 2 4 /

AWARD CEREMONY | OCTOBER 12
 
ROTES RATHAUS (BERLIN CITY HALL)



LUCY GILSON

©  H e n n i n g  S c h a c h t

THE VIRCHOW PRIZE 2024 LAUREATES

Pro f .  L u c y  G i l s o n ,  a n  e s te e m e d  a c a d e m i c  a t  t h e  U n i ve r s i ty  o f  C a p e  Tow n  a n d  t h e  L o n d o n
S c h o o l  o f  H yg i e n e  &  Tro p i c a l  M e d i c i n e ,  h a s  b e e n  a  p i vo t a l  f i g u re  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  h ea l t h  p o l i c y
a n d  sy s te m s  re s ea rc h  ( H P S R ) .  H e r  wo r k  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n ce  o f  g ove r n a n c e  a n d
l ea d e r s h i p  i n  h ea l t h  sy s te m s ,  a d vo c a t i n g  f o r  a p p ro a c h e s  t h a t  e n s u re  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l s  h ave
a c c e s s  to  q u a l i ty  h ea l t h c a re . ​

G i l s o n ' s  re s ea rc h  d e l ve s  i n to  t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f  h ea l t h  sy s te m  s t re n g t h e n i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n
l ow-  a n d  m i d d l e - i n c o m e  c o u n t r i e s .  S h e  h a s  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  h i g h l i g h t i n g  h ow  p owe r
d y n a m i c s ,  t r u s t ,  a n d  f ro n t l i n e  l ea d e r s h i p  i m p a c t  h ea l t h  p o l i c y  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  a n d
o u tc o m e s . ​

H e r  c o m m i t m e n t  to  c a p a c i ty  b u i l d i n g  i s  ev i d e n t  t h ro u g h  h e r  m e n to r s h i p  o f  e m e rg i n g  h ea l t h
sy s te m  re s ea rc h e r s  a n d  h e r  i nvo l ve m e n t  i n  i n i t i a t i ve s  t h a t  b r i d g e  t h e  g a p  b e twe e n  re s ea rc h
a n d  p o l i c y.  B y  f o s te r i n g  e nv i ro n m e n t s  w h e re  ev i d e n c e  i n f o r m s  p r a c t i c e ,  G i l s o n  h a s
c o n t r i b u te d  to  t h e  d eve l o p m e n t  o f  m o re  e q u i t a b l e  a n d  re s i l i e n t  h ea l t h  sy s te m s  g l o b a l l y . ​

CHAMPIONING INCLUSIVE  HEALTH SYSTEMS FOR EQUITY  AND
RESIL IENCE



JOHAN ROCKSTRÖM

©  N i n a  D z e n y u y

Pro f .  D r .  J o h a n  R o c ks t rö m ,  D i re c to r  o f  t h e  Po t s d a m  I n s t i t u te  f o r  C l i m a te  I m p a c t  R e s ea rc h ,  i s
re n ow n e d  f o r  h i s  p i o n e e r i n g  wo r k  o n  t h e  P l a n e t a r y  B o u n d a r i e s  f ra m ewo r k .  T h i s
g ro u n d b rea k i n g  c o n c e p t  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  e nv i ro n m e n t a l  l i m i t s  w i t h i n  w h i c h  h u m a n i ty  c a n
s a f e l y  o p e r a te ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  i n te rc o n n e c te d n e s s  o f  E a r t h ' s  sy s te m s  a n d  h u m a n  we l l -
b e i n g . ​

R o c ks t rö m ' s  re s ea rc h  h a s  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  s h i f t i n g  g l o b a l  p e r s p e c t i ve s  o n  s u s t a i n a b i l i ty ,
h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  r i s ks  o f  t r a n s g re s s i n g  e c o l o g i c a l  t h re s h o l d s .  H i s  wo r k  u n d e r s co re s  t h e
n e c e s s i ty  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  s t a b i l i ty  o f  E a r t h ' s  sy s te m s  to  e n s u re  a  s a fe  a n d  j u s t  o p e r a t i n g
s p a c e  f o r  h u m a n i ty . ​

B eyo n d  a c a d e m i a ,  R o c ks t rö m  a c t i ve l y  e n g a g e s  w i t h  p o l i c y m a ke r s ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d  c i v i l
s o c i e ty  to  p ro m o te  s c i e n c e - b a s e d  t a rg e t s  fo r  s u s t a i n a b l e  d eve l o p m e n t .  H i s  a d vo c a c y  f o r
i n te g r a t i n g  e nv i ro n m e n t a l  c o n s i d e ra t i o n s  i n to  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p ro ce s s e s  h a s  i n f l u e n c e d
i n te r n a t i o n a l  c l i m a te  p o l i c i e s  a n d  s u s t a i n a b i l i ty  a g e n d a s .

ADVANCING PL ANETARY BOUNDARIES  SCIENCE FOR SUSTAINABLE FUTURES

©  H e n n i n g  S c h a c h t
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©  Y v e s  S u c k s d o r f f
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H o s t i n g  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  i n  t h e  R o t e s  R a t h a u s
s i n c e  2 0 2 2 ,  G o v e r n i n g  M a y o r  W e g n e r  e m p h a s i z e d
B e r l i n ’ s  r o l e  a s  a  g l o b a l  h e a l t h c a r e  h u b ,  w h e r e
w o r l d - c l a s s  r e s e a r c h ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  a n d  i n n o v a t o r s
d r i v e  m e d i c a l  p r o g r e s s  a n d  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .
H e  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  P r o f e s s o r s  G i l s o n  a n d
R o c k s t r ö m ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  s y s t e m - b a s e d
a p p r o a c h e s  e m b o d y  V i r c h o w ’ s  v i s i o n  o f  l i n k i n g
s c i e n c e ,  e m p a t h y ,  a n d  g l o b a l  w e l l - b e i n g .

H i g h  P a t r o n  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  i n  2 0 2 3  a n d  2 0 2 4 ,
F o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B u n d e s t a g  B ä r b e l  B a s
h i g h l i g h t e d  R u d o l f  V i r c h o w ’ s  v i s i o n  o f  m e d i c i n e  a s
a  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e ,  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  i n s e p a r a b l e  l i n k
b e t w e e n  h u m a n  h e a l t h ,  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t .  S h e  p r a i s e d  P r o f e s s o r s  G i l s o n  a n d
R o c k s t r ö m  f o r  t h e i r  h o l i s t i c  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  r e s i l i e n t
h e a l t h c a r e  s y s t e m s  a n d  p l a n e t a r y  h e a l t h ,
e m b o d y i n g  t h e  P r i z e ’ s  s p i r i t  o f  g l o b a l
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h
O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  T e d r o s  A d h a n o m  G h e b r e y e s u s ,
h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  a s  a  s y m b o l  o f
g l o b a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h a t  r e s i l i e n t
h e a l t h  s y s t e m s  a n d  p l a n e t a r y  h e a l t h  m u s t  b e
a d v a n c e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  c o n f r o n t  t o d a y ’ s  c o m p l e x
c h a l l e n g e s .  H e  c o m m e n d e d  P r o f e s s o r s  G i l s o n  a n d
R o c k s t r ö m  f o r  t h e i r  p i o n e e r i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d
t h a n k e d  G e r m a n y  f o r  i t s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g
W H O ’ s  m i s s i o n .

F o r m e r  F e d e r a l  M i n i s t e r  o f  H e a l t h  o f  G e r m a n y ,
K a r l  L a u t e r b a c h ,  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  u r g e n c y  o f
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  p r e v e n t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d
r e s i l i e n t  h e a l t h  s y s t e m s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e
i n t e r t w i n e d  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  d i s e a s e ,  c l i m a t e
c h a n g e ,  a n d  g l o b a l  h e a l t h .  H e  c o m m e n d e d
P r o f e s s o r s  G i l s o n  a n d  R o c k s t r ö m  f o r
e x e m p l i f y i n g  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e ’ s  s p i r i t  o f
h o l i s t i c ,  c r o s s - d i s c i p l i n a r y  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  i n s p i r e
p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  h e a l t h y
f u t u r e .

©  H e n n i n g  S c h a c h t



H o s te d  w i t h  o u r  p a r t n e r  t h e  E u ro p ea n  S c h o o l  o f
M a n a g e m e n t  Te c h n o l o g y  B e r l i n ,  t h e  Vi rc h ow  L e c t u re
f ea t u re d  p re s e n t a t i o n s  by  2 0 24  L a u rea te s ,  L u c y  G i l s o n
a n d  J o h a n  R o c ks t rö m .  T h e i r  p re s e n t a t i o n s  ex p l o re d  t h e
c r i t i c a l  a n d  t i m e l y  to p i c  o f  h o l i s t i c  a n d  sy s te m s - b a s e d
a p p ro a c h e s  to  s a f e g u a rd i n g  “ H ea l t h  f o r  A l l ”  a n d  t h e
c r u c i a l  i n te rc o n n e c te d n e s s  o f  h ea l t h  w i t h  t h e  d i f f e re n t
l eve l s  o f  h ea l t h  sy s te m s ,  t h e  U N  S u s t a i n a b l e  D eve l o p m e n t
G o a l s  ( S D G s )  a n d  t h e  p l a n e t a r y  b o u n d a r i e s  o f
e nv i ro n m e n t a l  s u s t a i n a b i l i ty .  

T h e i r  l e c t u re s  we re  f o l l owe d  by  a  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n
m o d e r a te d  by  Pro f .  D r  O l e  Pe tte r  O tte r s e n ,  V i c e  Pre s i d e n t
o f  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n  a n d  Fo r m e r  Pre s i d e n t  o f  t h e
Ka ro l i n s ka  I n s t i t u te t .  O t h e r  s p ea ke r s  i n c l u d e d :

R o l a n d  G ö h d e  |  Co - Fo u n d e r  a n d  C E O  o f  t h e  Vi rc h ow
Fo u n d a t i o n
Pro f .  J ö rg  R o c h o l l ,  P h D  |  Pre s i d e n t  o f  t h e  E S M T  B e r l i n
a n d  Co u n c i l  M e m b e r  o f  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n
I r i s  P l ö g e r  |  M e m b e r  o f  t h e  Exe c u t i ve  B o a rd  o f  t h e
Fe d e r a t i o n  o f  G e r m a n  I n d u s t r i e s  ( B D I  e .V. )

VIRCHOW LECTURE
OCTOBER 1 1
HOSTED BY THE ESMT BERLIN

© H e n n i n g  S c h a c h t

VIRCHOW PRIZE DINNER
OCTOBER 1 1

CHARITÉ  MEDICAL HISTORY
MUSEUM

O n  t h e  e v e n i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  2 0 2 4  A w a r d  C e r e m o n y ,  t h e
V i r c h o w  P r i z e  D i n n e r  w a s  h o s t e d  t o  h o n o u r  t h e  2 0 2 4
L a u r e a t e s ,  L u c y  G i l s o n  a n d  J o h a n  R o c k s t r ö m ,  w i t h i n  t h e
h i s t o r i c  r u i n e s  o f  t h e  C h a r i t é  M e d i c a l  H i s t o r y  M u s e u m .  

H i g h - l e v e l  g u e s t s  i n c l u d e d :

K a r l  L a u t e r b a c h ,  G e r m a n  F e d e r a l  M i n i s t e r  o f  H e a l t h
M a t s h i d i s o  M o e t i ,  R e g i o n a l  D i r e c t o r ,  W o r l d  H e a l t h
O r g a n i z a t i o n  R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  f o r  A f r i c a
J o h n - A r n e  R ø t t i n g e n ,  C E O ,  W e l l c o m e  T r u s t
A x e l  P r i e s ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  W o r l d  H e a l t h  S u m m i t
H e r m a n n  G r ö h e ,  F o r m e r  G e r m a n  F e d e r a l  M i n i s t e r  o f
H e a l t h
M a i k e  S a n d e r ,  S c i e n t i f i c  D i r e c t o r  a n d  C h a i r  o f  t h e
B o a r d ,  M a x  D e l b r ü c k  C e n t e r  f o r  M o l e c u l a r  M e d i c i n e ,
H e l m h o l t z  A s s o c i a t i o n
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T h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  2 0 2 4  L a u r e a t e ,  L u c y  G i l s o n ,  j o i n e d  t h e  o f f i c i a l  d e b a t e  o f  t h e
S u b c o m m i t t e e  o n  G l o b a l  H e a l t h .  T h e  s e s s i o n  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  e x p e r t s  t o  d e b a t e  t h e
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  B i o d i v e r s i t y  C o n f e r e n c e  C O P  1 6  u n d  U N  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  C o n f e r e n c e
U N F C C C  C O P  2 9 ,  t h e  r o l e s  t h e s e  c o n f e r e n c e s  p l a y  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n ,  t h e
n e e d  f o r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  p a r t n e r s h i p s  t o  a d v a n c e  t h e i r  g o a l s ,  a n d  e x p e c t e d  o u t c o m e s
o f  t h e s e  h i g h - l e v e l  m e e t i n g s .  

L u c y  G i l s o n  s p o k e  o n  t h e  t o p i c  o f  r e t h i n k i n g  g l o b a l  g o v e r n a n c e  s t r u c t u r e s  s o  t h a t  i t
a d v a n c e s  h e a l t h  e q u i t y  a n d  j u s t i c e  a c r o s s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  d i m e n s i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c l i m a t e ,
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s o c i a l .  R e i n f o r c i n g  t h a t  o u r  h e a l t h  s y s t e m s  m u s t  b r e a k  a w a y  f r o m
‘ s i l o i s m ’  a n d   i n s t e a d  p r o m o t e  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y  p e o p l e ,  w o r k i n g
t o g e t h e r  t o  a d v a n c e  o u r  c o m m o n  g o a l s .  

A d d i t i o n a l  s p e a k e r s  i n c l u d e d :
J e re my  J a m e s  Fa r r a r ,  C h i e f  S c i e n t i s t ,  Wo r l d  H ea l t h  O rg a n i z a t i o n
M a r i a  N e i ra  D i re c to r  o f  E nv i ro n m e n t ,  C l i m a te  C h a n g e  a n d  H ea l t h ,  Wo r l d  H ea l t h
O rg a n i z a t i o n  
Vi n c e n t  B re t i n ,  D i re c to r ,  C l i m a te  a n d  H ea l t h ,  U N I TA I D
F l o r i a n  T i t z e ,  S e n i o r  Po l i c y  A d v i s o r ,  Wo r l d  Wi l d l i fe  Fe d e ra t i o n

GERMAN BUNDESTAG 
OCTOBER 14

© Cathar ina  Boehme

DEBATE OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON
GLOBAL HEALTH 
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MEDIA ENGAGEMENT

B e i n g  j o i n t l y  h o n o u r e d  w i t h  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  i s  a  w o n d e r f u l  a n d  v e r y  s p e c i a l  s u r p r i s e
f o r  b o t h  o f  u s ,  w e ,  L u c y  G i l s o n  a n d  J o h a n  R o c k s t r ö m ,  t h e r e f o r e  f e e l  s t i m u l a t e d  t o  m a k e
a  b r i e f  j o i n t  s t a t e m e n t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p e r s o n a l l y  t h a n k i n g  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d
t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  C o m m i t t e e .

A l t h o u g h  w e  h a v e  s o  f a r  n e v e r  c o l l a b o r a t e d  o r  p u b l i s h e d  o n  j o i n t  p r o j e c t s ,  w e  b o t h
r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  o u r  p l a n e t  a n d  h u m a n  h e a l t h  a r e  c l o s e l y  l i n k e d .  W e  a l s o
b o t h  s o u g h t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  a d d r e s s  s u c h  c o m p l e x i t y  i n  o u r  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  o f
w o r k  b y  a d o p t i n g  a n  h o l i s t i c  a n d  s y s t e m i c  a p p r o a c h .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s
V i r c h o w  P r i z e  h a s  b e e n  b e s t o w e d  u p o n  u s  j o i n t l y ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  w o r k  i n  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s
o f  r e s e a r c h ,  i s  a  s t r o n g  s i g n a l  f o r  u s  a n d  h o p e f u l l y  f o r  o t h e r s  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
a d d r e s s i n g  c o m p l e x i t y  t h r o u g h  e v e n  s t r o n g e r  t r a n s d i s c i p l i n a r y  e x c h a n g e  a n d
c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s y s t e m s  t h i n k i n g .

W e  a r e  p r o u d  o f  b e i n g  h o n o u r e d  w i t h  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  2 0 2 4 .  T h i s  e n c o u r a g e s  u s  t o
c o n t i n u e  o u r  o w n  r e s e a r c h  a n d  w e  h o p e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  s t i m u l a t e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n
s e e m i n g l y  s e p a r a t e  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o w a r d s  ' H e a l t h  f o r  A l l '  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  R u d o l f  V i r c h o w .

L u c y  G i l s o n  a n d  J o h a n  R o c k s t r ö m
T h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  2 0 2 4  L a u r e a t e s

C O V E R A G E  O F  
T H E  V I R C H O W  P R I Z E
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THE VIRCHOW PRIZE: 
IMPACT IN ACTION
T h e  Vi rc h ow  Pr i z e  2 0 24  h a s  s p a r ke d  i n n ova t i ve  p ro j e c t s  t h a t
b r i d g e  re s ea rc h ,  p o l i c y,  a n d  p ra c t i ce .  H e re ’s  a  l o o k  a t  h ow  o u r
l a u rea te s  a re  p u tt i n g  t h e i r  Pr i ze  i n to  a c t i o n .

L u c y  G i l s o n  i s  ex p l o r i n g  p l a n s  f o r  a  p ro g ra m  t h a t  wo u l d  c o n n e c t  p u b l i c  h ea l t h
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  a c a d e m i c  re s ea rc h e r s  to  s t re n g t h e n  h ea l t h  sy s te m s  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a
a n d  p o te n t i a l l y  a c ro s s  A f r i c a .  T h e  i n i t i a t i ve  i s  b e i n g  d e s i g n e d  to  fo c u s  o n  m e n to r s h i p ,
t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  rea l -wo r l d  p l a c e m e n t s  to  h e l p  p a r t i c i p a n t s  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  rea l i t i e s  o f
h ea l t h  sy s te m  d eve l o p m e n t .  B u i l d i n g  o n  ex i s t i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  p ro g r a m s  a n d
p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  t h e  p ro g ra m  i s  i n te n d e d  to  p rov i d e  p ra c t i c a l  ex p e r i e n c e  a n d  b r i d g e  t h e
wo r l d s  o f  a c a d e m i a  a n d  p u b l i c - s e c to r  h ea l t h ,  w h i l e  fo s te r i n g  l o n g - te r m  sy s te m
s t re n g t h e n i n g .

J o h a n  R o c ks t rö m  i s  l ea d i n g  re s ea rc h  to  m a p  h ow  e nv i ro n m e n t a l  c h a n g e s ,  f ro m
c l i m a te  a n d  a i r  q u a l i ty  to  b i o d i ve r s i ty  l o s s ,  d i re c t l y  a f f e c t  p e o p l e ’s  we l l - b e i n g .  H e  i s
c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h  g l o b a l  p a r t n e r s  to  e n s u re  t h i s  k n ow l e d g e  i n f o r m s  i n te r n a t i o n a l
c l i m a te  a n d  d eve l o p m e n t  p l a n n i n g .  A t  t h e  Po t s d a m  I n s t i t u te ,  t h e  P l a n e t a r y  H ea l t h
C h e c k  n ow  t r a c ks  h u m a n  h ea l t h  a l o n g s i d e  p l a n e t a r y  h ea l t h  ea c h  yea r .  I n s p i re d  by  t h e
Pr i z e ,  J o h a n  i s  a l s o  c rea t i n g  a  n ew  b o o k ,  L i f e  G i ve s  L i f e ,  w i t h  f i l m m a ke r  D r .  M a tt i a s
K l u m ,  ex p l o r i n g  h ow  E a r t h ’s  n a t u ra l  sy s te m s  s u s t a i n  l i f e ,  a c co m p a n i e d  by  f i l m s ,  t a l ks ,
a n d  eve n t s  to  b r i n g  t h e s e  i n s i g h t s  to  a  b ro a d  a u d i e n c e .

LUCY GILSON

JOHAN ROCKSTRÖM



VIRCHOW PRIZE TROPHY

©   F r a m e w e r k  G m b H
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L u c y  G i l s o n  h a s  f r a m e d  h e r  wo r k  w i t h  t h e  g u i d i n g
p r i n c i p l e :  U M U N TU  N G U M U N TU  N G A B A N TU .
T h i s  c a n  b e  t r a n s l a te d  a s  "A  p e r s o n  i s  a  p e r s o n
t h ro u g h  o t h e r  p e o p l e ”  a n d  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c o m m u n i ty  a n d  
i n te rc o n n e c te d n e s s .  

T h e  p h r a s e  e m p h a s i z e s  t h a t  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s
i d e n t i ty  a n d  we l l - b e i n g  a re  c l o s e l y  t i e d  to  t h e i r
s o c i a l  e nv i ro n m e n t ,  a n d  t h a t  a l t r u i s m  a n d  m u t u a l
s u p p o r t  a re  e s s e n t i a l  fo r  t h e  f l o u r i s h i n g  o f  a l l .  

A s  a  sy m b o l  o f  t h i s  a l t r u i s t i c  p h i l o s o p hy,  t h e
d e s i g n e r s  o f  t h e  Vi rc h ow- Pr i z e ,  N o a  L e r n e r  u n d
Axe l  Ku f u s  h ave  c h o s e n  a  wa s p  n e s t ,  w h i c h ,  i n  i t s
ve r y  s t r u c t u re ,  e m b o d i e s  t h e  va l u e s  o f  c a re  a n d
c o l l e c t i ve  a c t i o n  t h a t  d e f i n e  t h i s  fa s c i n a t i n g
s p e c i e s .

I n  h i s  m e s s a g e s ,  J o h a n  R o c ks t rö m  re p ea te d l y  f i n d s
p owe r f u l  i m a g e r y  to  i l l u s t ra te  t h e  i n c rea s i n g l y
ex h a u s te d  l i m i t s  o f  o u r  te r re s t r i a l  sy s te m s  a n d  to
h i g h l i g h t  t h e  c r i t i c a l  t i p p i n g  p o i n t s  t h a t  c o u l d
i r reve r s i b l y  d e s t roy  t h e i r  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  b a l a n c e .
 
T h e  d e s i g n e r s  o f  t h e  p r i ze ,  N o a  L e r n e r  a n d  Axe l  Ku f u s ,
we re  t a s ke d  w i t h  sy m b o l i z i n g  t h e  f ra g i l e  s t a te  o f  o u r
p l a n e t  w i t h i n  t h i s  s p e c i m e n  j a r .  T h ey  s u s p e n d e d  a
m o u t h - b l ow n ,  h i g h l y  d e l i c a te  g l a s s  s p h e re  i n s i d e  t h e
j a r ,  h e l d  by  a  s i n g l e  s t r a n d  o f  h a i r .  A ny  exce s s i ve
a c c e l e ra t i o n  o r  s t ra i n  wo u l d  c a u s e  t h e  s p h e re  to
s h a tte r  a g a i n s t  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  j a r ,  s e r v i n g  a s  a
p o i g n a n t  m e t a p h o r  fo r  t h e  v u l n e ra b i l i ty  o f  o u r  E a r t h .  
T h e  d e s i g n e r s  u rg e d  t h e  j u r y  to  h a n d l e  t h e  t ro p hy  w i t h
g rea t  c a re  d u r i n g  t h e  awa rd  ce re m o ny.  Fo r  J o h a n
R o c ks t rö m ,  t h i s  r i s k  i s  n o t  j u s t  s e l f - ev i d e n t ;  i t  i s  ce n t r a l
to  h i s  re s ea rc h  a n d  t h e  h ea r t  o f  h i s  m e s s a g e ."
 
 

©  F r a m e w e r k  G m b H

TROPHY ROTATION IN  BERLIN
MUSEUM OF MEDICAL HISTORY

T h e  Vi rc h ow  Pr i ze  t ro p h i e s  a re  s h owc a s e d  i n  t h e
ex h i b i t i o n  ro o m  o f  t h e  B e r l i n  M u s e u m  o f  M e d i c a l  H i s to r y
o f  t h e  C h a r i té  -  U n i ve r s i t ä t s m e d i z i n  B e r l i n .  T h e s e  a re
ro t a te d  ea c h  s u m m e r  to  fea t u re  t h e  m o s t  re ce n t  L a u rea te .
O n  J u n e  3 ,  2 0 2 3 ,  V i c to r i a  G ra n d s o u l t ,  M a n a g i n g  D i re c to r
o f  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n ,  a n d  N ave n a  Wi d u l i n ,  M e d i c a l
Cu ra to r  o f  t h e  m u s e u m ,  u p d a te d  t h e  d i s p l ay  w i t h  R o s e
L e ke' s  awa rd .  Pro fe s s o r  L e ke' s  t ro p hy  fea t u re s  s te p s  m a d e
o u t  o f  c h a l k b o a rd  l i ke  m a te r i a l  w i t h  te r m s  sy m b o l i z i n g
h e r  d e d i c a te d  c a re e r .

©  S t e f f i  G a s t e i g e r
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PARTNERSHIPS
U p h o l d i n g  i t s  c o r e  v i s i o n  t o  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  n e t w o r k i n g  a c r o s s  s e c t o r s ,  t h e
V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  s t r a t e g i c  p a r t n e r s h i p s  f o r  b o t h  i t s  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l
g r o w t h  a n d  t h e  j o i n t  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  t a r g e t s .  T h r o u g h  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n
2 0 2 4 ,  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  u p h e l d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  p i l l a r s  o f  i t s  m i s s i o n .

P r o m o t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  a n d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h  r e s u l t s .
N e t w o r k i n g  a c r o s s  a c t o r s ,  s e c t o r s ,  a n d  d i s c i p l i n e s  r e l a t e d  t o  g l o b a l  a n d  p u b l i c
h e a l t h .
S u p p o r t i n g  s y m p o s i a  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  g l o b a l  h e a l t h .

ANNUAL REPORT 2024  |  V IRCHOW FOUNDATION

ONE EUROPE FOR GLOBAL HEALTH 
APRIL  23  |  ONE HEALTH -  RESEARCH AND INNOVATION AT
THE CROSSROADS OF ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH

O n  Tu e s d ay  A p r i l  2 3 ,  L e u ve n  O n e  H ea l t h ,  O n e  E u ro p e  fo r  G l o b a l  H ea l t h ,  t h e  O n e
S u s t a i n a b l e  H ea l t h  f o r  A l l  Fo u n d a t i o n  a n d  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n  o rg a n i s e d  a  O n e
H ea l t h  wo r ks h o p  a t  KU  L e u ve n  u n i ve r s i ty  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i ce s  o f  t h e  B e l g i a n  Pre s i d e n c y
o f  t h e  Co u n c i l  o f  t h e  E U ,  w h i c h  wa s  a tte n d e d  by  e i g h ty  o n - s i te  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  a n
i n te r n a t i o n a l  a u d i e n c e  o f  ove r  two  h u n d re d  p e o p l e  o n l i n e .

Va r i o u s  a c to r s  we re  b ro u g h t  to g e t h e r  i n  s e s s i o n s  t h a t  fo c u s e d  o n  t h e m e s  t h a t  a re  h i g h
o n  t h e  B e l g i a n  a n d  E u ro p ea n  p o l i c y  a g e n d a ,  s u c h  a s  s a fe g u a rd i n g  a  h ea l t hy
e nv i ro n m e n t  fo r  h ea l t hy  p e o p l e ,  s u s t a i n a b l e  fo o d  sy s te m s ,  t h e  d i g i t a l  revo l u t i o n  o f  o u r
h ea l t h c a re  a n d  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  O n e  H ea l t h  p o l i c i e s  o n  t h e  l eve l  o f  t h e  E U  a n d
b eyo n d .

A
P
R
IL
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KONRAD ADENAUER FOUNDATION 
M A Y  2 4  |  A C C E S S  T O  I N N O V A T I O N  &  I N T E L L E C T U A L  P R O P E R T Y
R I G H T S  I N  G L O B A L  H E A L T H

T h e  Ko n r a d  A d e n a u e r  Fo u n d a t i o n  h o s te d
a  p o l i t i c a l  ro u n d t a b l e  i n  Wa s h i n g to n ,   
D .C .  to  d i s c u s s  i n te r n a t i o n a l  h ea l t h
p o l i c y  i s s u e s .  L ea d i n g  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  wa s
H e r m a n n  G rö h e ,  D e p u ty  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e
C D U/C S U - Pa r l i a m e n t a r y  G ro u p  i n  t h e
G e r m a n  B u n d e s t a g ,  D e p u ty  C h a i r m a n  o f
t h e  Ko n r a d -A d e n a u e r-S t i f t u n g  a n d
M e m b e r  o f  t h e  Vi rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n
B o a rd  o f  Tr u s te e s .

Fu r t h e r  re p re s e n t i n g  t h e  Vi rc h ow
Fo u n d a t i o n  wa s  R o l a n d  G ö h d e ,  Co -
Fo u n d e r  &  C E O.  T h ey  m e t  m e m b e r s  o f
Co n g re s s ,  re p re s e n t a t i ve s  o f  t h e  U S
g ove r n m e n t  a n d  i n te r n a t i o n a l  h ea l t h
ex p e r t s .  I n c l u d i n g ,  fo r m e r  U . S .  G l o b a l
A I D S  Co o rd i n a to r  a n d  2 0 24  L a u rea te  o f
t h e  Vi rc h ow  Pr i ze ,  J o h n  N ke n g a s o n g .



GAVI ,  THE VACCINE ALLIANCE
M A Y  7  |  U N I T I N G  F O R  H E A L T H  A N D  E N V I S I O N I N G
G A V I ’ S  F U T U R E

T h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  G a v i  c o -
h o s t e d  a  h i g h - l e v e l  d i n n e r  d u r i n g  t h e
G l o b a l  S o l u t i o n s  S u m m i t  t o  w e l c o m e
D r .  S a n i a  N i s h t a r ,  G a v i ’ s  n e w  C E O ,  a n d
M a r i e - A n g e  S a r a k a - Y a o ,  C h i e f  R e s o u r c e
M o b i l i s a t i o n  &  G r o w t h  O f f i c e r  a n d
V i r c h o w  P r i z e  A m b a s s a d o r .  D i s c u s s i o n s
f o c u s e d  o n  G a v i ’ s  i m p a c t ,  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n
t o  i t s  n e w  s t r a t e g y ,  a n d  f i n a n c i n g
n e e d s .  

G a v i  a n d  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  h a v e
a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  p a r t n e r s h i p  s i n c e
s i g n i n g  a  m e m o r a n d u m  o f
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i n  M a y  2 0 2 3 .  I n  J a n u a r y
2 0 2 4 ,  M a r i e - A n g e  S a r a k a - Y a o  a s s u m e d
t h e  r o l e  o f  A m b a s s a d o r  f o r  t h e  V i r c h o w
P r i z e ,  l e v e r a g i n g  h e r  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  r a i s e
a w a r e n e s s  f o r  t h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r i z e .

GLOBAL SEPSIS  ALL IANCE
S E P T E M B E R  1 0  |  G E R M A N  P A R L I A M E N T

A t  t h e  7 7  W o r l d  H e a l t h  A s s e m b l y  i n
G e n e v a ,  V i c t o r i a  G r a n d s o u l t ,  M a n a g i n g
D i r e c t o r ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  V i r c h o w
F o u n d a t i o n  a t  t h e  h i g h  l e v e l  M u l t i -
S t a k e h o l d e r  D i a l o g u e  o n  t h e  2 0 3 0  G l o b a l
A g e n d a  f o r  S e p s i s .  

t h

T h i s  s t r a t e g y  w a s  l a t e r  l a u n c h e d  o n
S e p t e m b e r  1 0  f o r  W o r l d  S e p s i s  D a y  w i t h i n
t h e  G e r m a n  P a r l i a m e n t .  V i r c h o w
F o u n d a t i o n  C E O ,  R o l a n d  G ö h d e  g a v e  a n
i n t e r v e n t i o n  u n d e r l i n i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r
h o l i s t i c  a n d  s y s t e m s  b a s e d  a p p r o a c h  t o
e n d  s e p s i s .

SEPTEMBER
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OCTOBER 7  |  H IGH LEVEL  DINNER DIALOGUE
H O W  C A N  R E S E A R C H  “ F R O M  G E R M A N Y ”  C O N T R I B U T E
T O  T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  G L O B A L  H E A L T H  P R O D U C T S ?   

T h e  f i r s t  d i n n e r  o f  a  t w o  p a r t  s e r i e s ,  t h e  e v e n i n g  e x p l o r e d  h o w  G e r m a n
r e s e a r c h  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  p r o d u c t s .
K e y n o t e  s p e a k e r s  i n c l u d e d  D r .  R a n a  H a j j e h  ( P r e s i d e n t ,  P o p u l a t i o n
C o u n c i l )  a n d  P r o f .  O t m a r  W i e s t l e r  ( P r e s i d e n t ,  H e l m h o l t z  A s s o c i a t i o n ) ,
w h o  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  G e r m a n - f u n d e d  r e s e a r c h  i n
a d v a n c i n g  b i o m e d i c a l  a n d  b e h a v i o r a l  s c i e n c e  s o l u t i o n s .  D i s c u s s i o n s
e m p h a s i z e d  p r e v e n t i o n ,  p u b l i c - p r i v a t e  p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  a n d  G e r m a n y ’ s
l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  i n  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  R & D .  

O
C
T
O
B
E
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OCTOBER 13 -15  |  WORLD HEALTH SUMMIT  2024

C e n t r a l  t o  t h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p  i s  t h e
c l o s e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  e a c h  O c t o b e r
w h i c h  b r i d g e s  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e
A w a r d  C e r e m o n y  ( S a t u r d a y ,
O c t o b e r  1 2 )  w i t h  t h e  W H S  O p e n i n g
C e r e m o n y  ( S u n d a y ,  O c t o b e r  1 3 ) .
T h i s  w a s  o n c e  m o r e  e x e c u t e d  w i t h
a n  i n t e r v e n t i o n  b y  W H S  C E O  &
M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r ,  C a r s t e n
S c h i c k e r .  

T h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  2 0 2 4  L a u r e a t e ,  L u c y  G i l s o n ,  w a s  a  p a n e l i s t  a t  t h e  W H S  s e s s i o n ,  C a n
A I  E n h a n c e  T r u s t  i n  S c i e n c e ? ,  h o s t e d  b y  t h e  M a x  P l a n c k  S o c i e t y .  O t h e r  p a n e l i s t s
i n c l u d e d :

P a t r i c k  C r a m e r ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  M a x  P l a n c k  S o c i e t y
M e e y o u n g  C h a ,  S c i e n t i f i c  D i r e c t o r ,  M a x  P l a n c k  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  S e c u r i t y  a n d  P r i v a c y
J e r e m y  F a r r a r ,  C h i e f  S c i e n t i s t ,  W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n
R o w l a n d  I l l i n g ,  C h i e f  M e d i c a l  O f f i c e r  &  D i r e c t o r  o f  G l o b a l  H e a l t h c a r e  a n d  N o n -
P r o f i t s ,  A m a z o n  W e b  S e r v i c e s  ( A W S )  

M i c h a e l  B a u m a n n ,  R a n a  H a j j e h ,  A n d rea s  E c ke r t ,  T i n a  R u d o l p h ,  O t m a r  Wi e s t l e r ,  A n n e tte
We l l i n g ,  M a r ku s  L a n d t h a l e r ,  Pa o l a  E c ke r t ,  H a ra l d  H a s s e l m a n n ,  R o l a n d  G ö h d e ,  J o a c h i m
S c h u l t z e ,  A n g e l i ka  E g g e r t ,  M a tt h i a s  S u e r m o n d t ,  D e b o ra h  We i s s ,  
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UNFPA |  WOMEN X  COLLECTIVE  L AUNCH

T h e  Wo m e n X  Co l l e c t i ve  l a u n c h e d  a t
t h e  Wo r l d  H ea l t h  S u m m i t  2 0 24 ,
fea t u r i n g  i t s  f i r s t  H u b  i n  B e r l i n  a t  t h e
B e r l i n  I n s t i t u te  o f  H ea l t h  a t  C h a r i té .
D e s i g n e d  to  l eve ra g e  t h e  U n i te d
N a t i o n s  Po p u l a t i o n  Fu n d  ( U N F PA ) ,
t h i s  i n n ova t i ve  p ro g ra m m e  i s  s e t  to
t ra n s fo r m  t h e  h ea l t h  o f  eve r y  wo m a n
a n d  g i r l  a n d  s e e ks  to  c l o s e  h ea l t h
g a p s  by  i n t ro d u c i n g  i n n ova t i ve ,
wo m e n - c e n t r i c  s o l u t i o n s .

R o l a n d  G ö h d e ,  V i rc h ow  Fo u n d a t i o n
C E O,  s i t s  o n  t h e  A d v i s o r y  B o a rd  o f
t h e  Wo m e n  X  Co l l e c t i ve .  

R o l a n d  G ö h d e ,  V i c to r i a  G r a n d s o u l t ,  N i g i n a
M u tea n ,  R a b ea  Kn o r r

NOVEMBER 4  |  H IGH LEVEL  DINNER DIALOGUE 
I N N O V A T I O N  F O R  W O M E N ’ S  H E A L T H  

T h e  s e c o n d  d i n n e r  ( N ove m b e r  4 )  fo c u s e d  o n  i n n ova t i o n  i n  wo m e n ’s
h ea l t h .  D r .  J u tt a  R e i n h a rd -J u p p  ( H ea d  o f  t h e  G l o b a l  H ea l t h  I n s t i t u te ,
M e rc k  G ro u p )  a n d  D r .  M i c h a e l  M a ka n g a  ( Exe c u t i ve  D i re c to r ,  E D CT P3 )
a d d re s s e d  g a p s  i n  re s ea rc h ,  f u n d i n g ,  a n d  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l  a cce s s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
i n  u n d e r s e r ve d  re g i o n s .  D i s c u s s i o n s  u n d e r s co re d  t h e  u rg e n c y  o f
i n te g r a t i n g  wo m e n ’s  h ea l t h  i n to  G e r m a ny ’s  g l o b a l  h ea l t h  p r i o r i t i e s
t h ro u g h  p u b l i c - p r i va te  p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  i n i t i a t i ve s ,  a n d
t a rg e te d  f u n d i n g .  

N
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J o h a n n  Vo s s ,  M a r i a m  J a s h i ,  H e r m a n n  G rö h e ,  G e o rg  K i p p e l s ,  J u tt a  R e i n h a rd - R u p p,
M i c h a e l  M a ka n g a ,  V i c to r i a  G r a n d s o u l t ,  I m a n  A b d i ka r i m ,  R i e ke  B e c k m a n n ,  R a b ea
Kn o r r ,  Co s i m a  P f e n n i n g e r ,  R o l a n d  G ö h d e ,  Wo l fg a n g  M a e n n i n g ,  A n d rea s  U l r i c h
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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 2024 
ACCOUNTING STATEMENT on the balance sheet from Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2024 

 

ACCOUNTING STATEMENT on the surplus account from Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2024 

Income 

Donations & Grants 

Subsidies / Project Funding

Project Execution

Global Health Policy Lab Related Donations & Grants 

Operative Income

Interest from Fixed-Term Asset Account

Reversal of Reserve for Virchow Prize Ceremony 2023

Reversal of Free Reserve from Previous Year

Reversal of Reserve for GHPL from Previous Year

Total Income

Assets 

Purchased property rights, similar rights and assets, licenses 

Bank Accounts 

Global Health Policy Lab Bank Account, Credit Card, Cash

Total Assets

 

771,257.98

149,720.95

86,261.91

712,500.00

1,719,740.84

14,465.89

500,000.00

95,000.00

365,000.00

2,694,206.73

 17,624.31

238,007.91

684,362.75

939,994.97

€

€

€

€

 

€

€

€

€ 

100,000.00

15,994.97

35,000.00

150,000.00

639,000.00

939,994.97

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

Liabilities 

Basic Foundation Capital 

Annual Result

Free Reserve

Reserve for Virchow Prize 2025

Reserve for Global Health Policy Lab 2025

Total Liabilities 
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ACCOUNTING STATEMENT on the surplus account from Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2024 

Cost

Operative Cost

Cost of Staff 

Office Rent

Office Supply, Portage & Phone, Banking Fees

EDP & Software Licenses, Webhosting

PR & Communication

Travel Cost, Accommodation, Hospitality Expenses

Insurances, Legal Cost & Consulting Fees

Memberships

Virchow Prize: Ceremony, Lecture & Events

Virchow Prize Endowment 2024

Virchow Prize Endowment 2023

Friends of the Virchow Foundation

Global Health Policy Lab Cost 2024* (details below)

177,205.44

19,278.00

2,857.93

3,846.43

31,775.42

26,107.71

6,590.58

6,070.00

241,132.45

500,000.00

500,000.00

1,961.69

392,980.44

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

1,882,800.09 €

*Detailed Cost Overview | Global Health Policy Lab

Cost of Staff

Office Supply, Portage & Phone, Banking Fees, Miscellaneous 

EDP & Software Licenses, Webhosting

PR & Communication

Travel Cost, Accommodation, Hospitality Expenses

Overhead incl. Office, Legal & Consulting fees, Administration

Digital Repository, Policy Engagement, Partners, Chair

Operative Cost

68,404.83

454.96

1,215.45

2,019.66

4,295.75

86,261.91

230,327.88

392,980.44

 

€

€

€

€ 

€

€

€

€

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 2024 
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Operative Cost

Depreciation on Purchased Property Rights, Assets, Licenses

Tax from Received Interest of Fixed-Term Asset Accounts

Total Income

 1,882,800.09

3,627.26

3,815.30

1,890,242.65

€

€

€

€ 

Total Income

Total Cost

Annual Result

Profit Carried Forward from Previous Year

Allocation to Free Reserve

Allocation to Reserve for Virchow Prize 2025

Allocation to Reserve for Global Health Policy Lab 2025

Profit Carried Forward

2,694,206.73

1,890,242.65

803,964.08

36,030.89

(35,000.00)

(150,000.00)

(639,000.00)

15,994.97

€

€

€

€

€

€

€

€ 

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 2024 
ACCOUNTING STATEMENT on the surplus account from Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2024 
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FRIENDS 
OF THE VIRCHOW FOUNDATION 

A PLATFORM FOR CHANGE
BUILDING A  FUTURE TOWARDS HEALTH FOR ALL

F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  i s  a  c h a n g e  d r i v e n  p l a t f o r m  w h i c h  b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r
h i g h l y  c o m m i t t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h o  s u p p o r t  t h e
F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  g o a l s ,  b o t h  i d e a l l y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y .   

R a i s i n g  a w a r e n e s s  o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  a m o n g  t h e
b r o a d e r  p u b l i c
N e t w o r k i n g  a c t o r s ,  s e c t o r s  a n d  d i s c i p l i n e s  r e l a t e d  t o  g l o b a l
h e a l t h  o n  a  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l
E l e v a t i n g  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e

F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  p a r t  o f  a n  e x c l u s i v e  n e t w o r k  t h a t  w o r k s  t o w a r d s
c o n t r i b u t i n g  i n n o v a t i v e  s o l u t i o n s  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  g l o b a l  l e v e l .  T h e s e
e f f o r t s  u p h o l d  U N  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l  1 7  –  “ P a r t n e r s h i p s  f o r  t h e  G o a l s ” .

K e y  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  F r i e n d s  i n c l u d e :

The  V i rchow foundat ion  cord ia l ly  thanks  our  f r iends  and  partners  in  shar ing
and support ing  our  jo int  a ims  in  l ine  wi th  the  hea l th- re lated  Uni ted  Nat ions
2030  Agenda  Susta inable  Deve lopment  Goa ls  –  l i s ted  in  a lphabet ica l  order :

B a y e r  S c i e n c e  &  E d u c a t i o n

F o u n d a t i o n

B i l l  &  M e l i n d a  G a t e s  F o u n d a t i o n

B o s c h  H e a l t h  C a m p u s  G m b H

E l s e  K r ö n e r - F r e s e n i u s - S t i f t u n g

D r .  A n d r e a s  E c k e r t

D r .  D r .  H i l d e g a r d  &  P r o f .  D r .

W o l f g a n g  G ö h d e

P r o f .  D r .  W o l f g a n g  M a e n n i g

A r e n d  &  B r i g i t t e  O e t k e r

P f i z e r  P h a r m a  G m b H

S o f t w a r e  A G  –  S t i f t u n g

D r .  h . c .  F r i e d e  S p r i n g e r

f u r t h e r  a n o n y m o u s  s u p p o r t e r s
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F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n  g a i n
p r e f e r r e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  B e r l i n  G l o b a l  H e a l t h
C o l l e c t i v e  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  b e n e f i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g :

BERLIN GLOBAL HEALTH COLLECTIVE

L a u n c h e d  i n  a u t u m n  2 0 2 3 ,  t h e  B e r l i n  G l o b a l  H e a l t h
C o l l e c t i v e  i s  a  n e w  h u b  a n d  m e e t i n g  p o i n t  f o r
d i v e r s e  s t a k e h o l d e r s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e
c a p i t a l  c i t y .  T h e  l o c a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  e n h a n c e d
e n g a g e m e n t  f o r  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  f o r  b o t h  l o c a l  a n d
v i s i t i n g  p a r t n e r s  i n  B e r l i n .  T h e  V i r c h o w  F o u n d a t i o n
S e c r e t a r i a t  o f f i c e  i s  b a s e d  w i t h i n  t h e  C o l l e c t i v e .  

DOROTHEENSTRASSE 83  |  ENTER NEUSTÄDTISCHER KIRCHPLATZ |  10 1 17  BERLIN

I n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  V i r c h o w  P r i z e  A w a r d  C e r e m o n y  w i t h  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m e e t  t h e  l a u r e a t e s  e x c l u s i v e l y
R e g u l a r  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  r o u n d t a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  a
v o i c e  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  a g e n d a
O r g a n i s e  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  t e a m  a r o u n d
p r e f e r r e d  g l o b a l  t o p i c s

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  D r .  H a r a l d  H a s s e l m a n n ,  C h a i r  o f  t h e  F r i e n d s
n e t w o r k ,  a t  s e c r e t a r i a t @ v i r c h o w . f o u n d a t i o n
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